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Hello Church!
 
2020 is definitely not what we expected.
 
When we started this year together, we had plans
for the ministries in our church, the programs we
wanted to develop, and the activities and worship
we hoped to do together. But when the pandemic
turned life upside down, things changed quickly
here at Maitland Presbyterian Church.
 
LIke many of you, we long to be together again and
for things to return to normal. But we do want to
take a moment to celebrate the ways God has been
at work through you in this challenging time. Even
with the huge obstacles facing our community, you
have found new ways to be together and to love like
Jesus. Members of all ages have joined us online for
worship and fellowship, developed new ministries,
painted rocks and made signs, sung in virtual
choirs, led support groups, called members to offer
care, raised money through virtual food drives, and
refused to give up even as weeks have turned into
months.
 
The photos and stories in this newsletter are just a
few highlights of the many ways we have seen you
be the church over these past few months. This has
been a difficult and unbelievable time for all of us.
Yet somehow God has been at work in ways we
could never have imagined, doing ministry through
each of you in powerful ways. 
 
Thank you for all you continue to do to lead and
serve in the church. We couldn't be more proud to
serve this congregation and to be a part of what
God is doing in your midst. At every turn, you have
chosen to dig deeper, work harder, and love more
like Jesus. 
 

- R E V S .  MEGAN  &  DA V E  CO L L I N S ,  CO - P A S T O R S



Staying connected when we can't be together in person has been a challenge  but the

members of Maitland Presbyterian Church have found new ways to be a church family! 

 

Each Sunday at 9:30, our Zoom room has been crowded with members for the "virtual
narthex." People of all ages share stories from their week, tell jokes, check in with one another

and share prayer requests much like we did in the narthex before church each week.

 

Key church leaders in looking after our members have been the deacons. The deacons have

been calling on members in our church and sharing prayer requests and needs  as we support

our members while we are apart.

 

Committee leadership has also continued to meet online with groups like the finance

committee, the Session, stewardship, and the communication council meeting on Zoom to

keep the church moving forward. 

 

New groups and ministries have started that we didn't have when we were in the church

building. The Men's Monday Morning Muffin Ministry has returned online on Monday

mornings and on Friday evenings we play games like Name that Tune online!

 

STAYING CONNECTED



CHILDREN &
YOUTH
Ch i ld ren  and  you th  min i s t r i e s  have

been  busy  keep ing  ou r  younges t

member s  connec ted  and  grow ing

toge the r .  On  Sunday  morn ings ,

Vanessa  Urban ,  Di rec to r  o f

Ch i ld ren ' s  Min i s t r i e s ,  has  been

o f f e r i ng  an  on l i ne  S u n d a y  S c h o o l
c l a s s  a f t e r  worsh ip  t ha t  has  been  a

h igh l igh t  f o r  ch i ld ren  (and  many  o f

ou r  adu l t s ! )  Vanessa  has  a l so

sha red  a  week l y  c h a p e l  l e s son

on l i ne  wi th  ou r  preschoo l  s tuden t s .

To  ce leb ra te  t he  s t a r t  o f  summer ,

we  had  soc i a l  d i s t ance  w a t e r
b a l l o o n  f i g h t s  i n  t he  f r on t  ya rds  o f

many  o f  ou r  chu rch  f am i l i e s !

 

Jona than  McK inney ,  Di rec to r  o f

You th  Min i s t r i e s ,  has  kep t  t he  you th

connec ted  on l i ne  wi th  y o u t h  g a m e
n i g h t s ,  s m a l l  g r o u p s ,  a n d  w e e k l y
y o u t h  g r o u p  f o r  ou r  midd le  and

h igh  schoo l  s tuden t s .A  spec i a l

s e n i o r  r e c o g n i t i o n  was  i nc luded  i n

ou r  v i r t ua l  worsh ip  i n  May  t o

ce l eb ra te  t he  c l a s s  o f  2020 .  

 

I n  add i t i on  t o  t hese  prog rams ,  bo th

Vanessa  and  Jona than  have  been

check ing  i n  wi th  ou r  you th  and

ch i ld ren  i nd i v idua l l y  o f f e r i ng  ca re

and  suppo r t .  Th i s  month  t hey

worked  t oge the r  t o  deve lop  V B S
o n l i n e  f o r  t he  ch i ld ren  o f  ou r

chu rch  and  commun i t y .   
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Worship is foundational to our work and

ministry as a church  family. Online

worship began just before Holy
Week. The congregation immediately

responded to requests for their

participation through Scripture readings,

music, and creative projects. On Palm

Sunday, members put palm branches on

their doorsteps. On Maundy Thursday

we learned how to make unleavened

bread and remembered the last supper.

Good Friday included a candlelight

tenebrae service and Easter morning

have a sunrise and worship service. All of

this was done online with members

worshipping in their homes!

 

Music has continued as a part of our

worship with contemporary songs from

Matthew Astone, traditional music from

Brad Gant, and virtual choirs with the

tremendous talent of both children and

adults in our congregation! 

 

In the sermons we moved through a

series called "We are all in this together"

as we looked at God's call to community

and are now discussing antiracism in the

Bible. Our time in study and in prayer

hasn't been limited to Sundays. On

Mondays we have learned new ways to

pray together and on Wednesdays we

have had noon Bible study as we dive

deeper into the Bible passages for the

week. 

 

 

 

WORSHIP 
AT HOME



SERVING
TOGETHER,
APART

Even while we have been apart, the members

of Maitland Presbyterian have been actively

serving our community. The congregation

painted rocks with encouraging phrases and

placed them in their neighborhoods to

encourage others in this difficult season. The

Osario family even put a rock painting station

in front of their house! In response to the

growing hunger needs here in Central Florida,

the congregation had a virtual food drive
raising over $5000 for Second Harvest food

bank. The adult mental health group and the

Language Learning Center have both been

meeting on Zoom. The mental health group,

led by Bev Snyder, even had new members

join from other areas in the country! The chair

of Community Outreach, Joe McKinney, did a

sleep out in his backyard (in the rain!) to raise

money for Covenant House, a mission partner

who supports homeless youth in Orlando. Jen

D'Ambra has been offering a free yoga class
on Zoom to help us find our calm in the chaos.

 

As the conversation on antiracism has

increased in our community, members shared

Scripture verses on equality through signs on

the front of our church property along 17-92 as

a witness to the community. Ongoing

conversations have continued through

reading, studying and praying together on

how we can be a church that demonstrates the

Bible's vision of one people made in the image

of God. 

 

Lov ing  l i k e  Jesus  i n  new  ways
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If you have been following our online

church activities, you have seen a lot from

the pastors, program and music staff as

well as lots of involvement from the

congregation. What you don't see are the

behind the scenes work happening to

keep Maitland Presbyterian Church

moving forward.

 

Antoine Hart, the Communications

Manager, spends hours every week editing

and producing the content you see on

Sunday mornings as well as rebuilding the

church website, meeting with the

Communication Council, and most

recently editing the online Vacation Bible

School program.

 

MaryAnne LoSasso, Church
Administrator, has been hard at work

making sure our finances stay on track and

the church building remains in top shape

for when we reopen.

 

Robert Jones has been continuing to

clean and work on the church property to

be ready for our return. 

 

Also behind the scenes are supporters like

you who have continued to give their

pledged offerings. Thank you for
continuing to give your resources to the
church. Even when we aren't there in

person, the building has needed repairs

and maintenance, the staff have continued

to work, and the ministries have reached

out to our community. 

Your gifts have made all of this possible.

BEHIND 
THE SCENES



 On Mondays each week we have been

learned new ways to pray together. We

have talked about breath prayers, the

labyrinth, praying in color, prayers of

lament and focused on specific Scripture

passages as a focus for prayer. Monday

is also the day our men's morning

ministry meets online.

 

 

 

On Tuesdays we have shared a Love like

Jesus story! These stories have

higlighted how members of the

congregation have been serving their

community in this difficult time. Recently

Tuesday became the day we also meet

together in a Zoom room for a book

study. Tuesday evenings are yoga

classes led by Jen D'Ambra for relaxation

and centering. (And we've moved our

Love Like Jesus story to Thursday)

 

 

 

At noon on Wednesdays we take time

for a longer Bible study. These Bible

studies let us go more  in depth with the

history, original language and context of

the passage for Sunday's sermon.

Wednesday evenings are also when the

Adult Mental Health Group meets on

Zoom. 

EVERYDAY 
CHURCH

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY



Thursdays have been the day we share our

podcast and the preschool chapel story. The

Language Learning Center also meets online

in the evening. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fridays are for games! Friday nights we have

gathered online for Pictionary, scattergories,

charades, the Alexa game and most recently

Name that Tune!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturdays are full of final preparations for the

worship service online on Sunday. (See behind

the scenes for more information!) 

 

Sunday has always been, and continues to be,

when we worship. We gather at 9:30 for the

virtual narthex and then at 10:00 online for our

worship service including music, prayer, a

sermon, children's Sunday school,

congregational participation activities and

announcements. 
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THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SAT & SUN



Thank you for your feedback to the congregational reopening survey. We received over 180 responses from

you sharing your hopes for how we will protect the congregation when we are back together in person.

When we reopen, things will not look exactly like they did before and we will have lots of new things to

navigate together like mask wearing and social distancing. Even with all of this change, Maitland

Presbyterian will always be the family we have known. 

 

A special thank you to the team of sewing ladies who have been working hard making masks so that
each and every person who walks through our doors can have a mask to protect one another even if
they didn't bring one from home. 
 

Even when we resume in person activities, we will continue offering all of our online content until it is safe

for everyone to return. If you plan to continue worshipping from home, you will still be able to see the online

worship, Bible studies, games, and other activities that have kept us connected. 

 

We aren't through this yet but the love of this congregation and the unfailing love of God will sustain us. 

 

Keep loving like Jesus!

 

WHAT'S NEXT?
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Connect with Us Online!
 

 Our Website: www.MaitlandPres.org

 

                       Facebook @MaitlandPres
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays at Noon

Fridays at 5pm, Sundays at 10am

 

Instagram @MaitlandPresChurch
Mondays and Thursdays at Noon

Fridays at 5pm

 

YouTube.com/MaitlandPres
Sundays at 10am, Watch on your Home TV!

 

Zoom: Use Links in the Emails

 

Subscribe to our daily emails 

by visiting the website!

This is a "one-sheet" of the
plan that was accepted by
the Session at our June 2020
meeting. 
 
It was created to preserve
the safety of our members
and our community as we
move towards reopening. 
 
Please read and internalize
what it will mean for us
going forward. 
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I give you a new commandment, that you LOVE one another. LIKE I have loved you, you also should love
one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another. 

- JESUS, according to John 13:34-35


